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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p140)

Currency
  Malaysian Ringgit (RM)

Languages
 Bahasa Malaysia

English

Visas
 Generally not required for stays of up to 

60 days.

Money
 ATMs widely available; credit cards 

accepted in most hotels and restaurants.

Mobile Phones
 Local SIM cards can be used in most 

phones; if not, set your phone to roaming.

Time
 MYT (Malaysia Time; UTC/GMT  plus eight 

hours)

Tipping
 Not generally expected, but leaving small 

change in a cafe or restaurant is appreciated. 
Many restaurants in KL add a service charge 

of around 10% onto the bill.

Arriving in Kuala 
Lumpur

 Most likely you’ll arrive at Kuala Lumpur 
International Airport (KLIA), although a 
handful of flights land at SkyPark Subang 
Terminal. Coming overland, arrival points 
include KL Sentral for trains and Terminal 
Bersepadu Selatan (TBS)  for buses. Ferries 
from Sumatra (Indonesia) dock at Pelabuhan 
Klang, which is connected by rail with 
KL Sentral.

A From Kuala Lumpur 
International Airport (KLIA) 
Trains RM55; every 15 minutes from 5am to 
1am; 30 minutes to KL Sentral. Buses RM10; 
every hour from 5am to 1am; one hour to 
KL Sentral. Taxis from RM75; one hour to 
central KL.

L From KL Sentral 
Transport hub with train, light rail (LRT), 
monorail, bus and taxi links to rest of city.

J Terminal Bersepadu Selatan 
Long-distance buses from most destinations 
now arrive here. It’s connected to KL by LRT.

Getting Around
 KL Sentral is the hub of a rail-based urban 
network consisting of the KTM Komuter, KLIA 
Ekspres, KLIA Transit, light rail (LRT) and 
monorail systems. Though the systems are 
poorly integrated, you can happily get around 
much of central KL on a combination of rail 
and monorail services. Buy the MyRapid 
card (www.myrapid.com.my; RM10) at mono-
rail and LRT stations; it can also be used on 
Rapid KL buses.

V Monorail
 Stops in mostly convenient locations; gets 
very crowded during evening rush hours.

U LRT
 Handy (for Chinatown, Kampung Baru, 
KLCC), but network is poorly integrated.

J Bus
 The GOKL City Bus has four free loop 
services connecting many city-centre 
destinations.

K Taxi
 Can be flagged down with metered fares. At 
some designated taxi ranks a prepaid coupon 
system for journeys operates.

Your Daily Budget
 Budget: Less than RM100

  Dorm bed: RM17–50

  Hawker stalls and food courts for meals

  Use public  transport; plan sightseeing 
 around walking tours, free museums and 
galleries

Midrange: RM100–400
  Double room in a comfortable hotel: 

RM100–400

  Two-course meal in a neighbourhood 
restaurant: RM40–60

  Take taxis and guided tours

Top end: More than RM400
  Luxury double room: RM450–1000

  Meal in top restaurant plus bottle of wine: 
RM200

Useful Websites
 Visit KL (www.visitkl.gov.my) Official city 
tourism site.

Time Out KL (www.timeoutkl.com) Monthly 
listings magazine with an excellent  website.

Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
kuala-lumpur) Destination information, hotel 
bookings, traveller forum and more.

Advance Planning
 Two months before Book tickets for a con-
cert at the Dewan Filharmonik Petronas.

One month before Plan your itinerary, 
checking to see if there are any events or 
festivals you may be able to attend.

One week before Book online for a tour up 
Petronas Towers and a foodie walking tour. 
Make reservations at top-end restaurants.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know 

Need to Know  1716

The Temple
The main prayer hall has several shrines to dif-
ferent Hindu deities. The main shrine, found at 
the rear of the complex, is for Mariamman, the 
South Indian mother goddess, an incarnation of 
Durga, also known as Parvati. On the left side of 
the complex is a shrine to Ganesh, the elephant-
headed god, and on the right is the shrine where 
Lord Murugan is worshipped.

Thaipusam
 The temple also houses the silver chariot in which 
statuettes of Lord Murugan and his consorts are 
transported to Batu Caves during the Thaipusam 
 festival in January or February each year, a mov-
ing, raucous and sublime display of devotion and 
community spirit. Lord Murugan’s silver chariot 
takes pride of place as it makes its way to Batu 
Caves in a slow procession that begins around 
midnight and arrives some time in the early 
morning at the caves. Thousands of pilgrims fol-
low the chariot, many in various states of trance.

As with Thaipusam festivals around the world, 
devotees of Murugan carry a kavadi (literally 
‘burden’). This burden, often a jug of milk, is an 
offering to Murugan for his blessings. On arrival, 
pilgrims carry their kavadi up the 272 steps to 
the Temple Cave where their burden is relieved 
by Hindu priests. Those who have pierced 
their flesh will have the barbs removed and the 
wounds treated with ash and lemon.

The exact date of Thaipusam is usually an-
nounced in the local papers, and you can also 
contact the Sri Mahamariamman Temple.

y�Top Tips
  Take some time out 

to sit inside the main 
prayer hall and enjoy 
the peaceful surround-
ings, just steps away 
from the bustle of 
Chinatown.

 Non-Hindus are wel-
come to visit; leave your 
shoes at the entrance.

5�Take a Break
 Head to the nearby 
Madras Lane hawkers 
(p66) for a wide range 
of cheap and tasty local 
breakfast and lunch op-
tions eaten at alley-side 
plastic tables.

Take a five-minute 
walk to the Old China 
Café (p66) for good-
value Peranakan grub 
in charmingly retro 
surroundings.

 This venerable Hindu shrine – the oldest in 
Malaysia and rumoured to be the richest – was 
founded by the Pillai family from the Indian state 
of Tamil Nadu in 1873. For 50 years it was their 
private shrine until opening to the public in the 
1920s.  Today, flower-garland vendors crowd the 
entrance and the temple is crowned by a five-
tiered  gopuram (temple tower), built in 1972 and 
 covered in riotously colourful statues of Hindu 
deities. Passing through the gate symbolises the 
move from the material to the spiritual world.

 Map p58, C6

163 Jln Tun HS Lee

admission free

h6am-8.30pm
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Top Sights
Sri Mahamariamman Temple

Sri Mahamariamman TempleChinatown & Merdeka Square 5756

Durian stall, Bazaar Baru Chow Kit
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perfectly frame the 
Petronas Towers.

5 Rumah Limas
 At the junction of 
Jln Raja Muda Musa 
and Jln Raja Mahadi 
stands a photogenic 
turquoise-and-white 
painted house dating 
from 1913; explore Jln 
Raja Mahadi and the 
cross streets to see 
more such traditional 
wooden houses.

6 Sultan Sulaiman 
Club
 Cross Jln Raja Abdullah 
to Jln Datuk Abdul 

Razak. At the end of 
a playing field is the 
handsome black-and-
white painted recon-
struction of the original 
Sultan Sulaiman 
Club.

7 Master Mat’s 
House
 Continue west along 
Jln Datuk Abdul Razak, 
stopping at the corner 
to look at Master 
Mat’s house, a hand-
some blue home built in 
1921 by a former school 
headmaster. Look for 
the coconut trees in 
the  garden; the family 
 planted one for each 

child. Turn left and 
continue past the new 
Sultan Sulaiman Club 
(p80 ) building.

8 Dang Wangi 
Houses
 South along Jln Raja 
Abdullah, off to the 
left, you’ll pass more 
wooden homes as the 
concrete city starts to 
resume. Just before 
the end of this walk, at 
the footbridge across 
to Dang Wangi LRT 
station, look carefully 
for one more wooden 
yellow house.

2�The Walk
 Beyond the city’s blockbuster sights, this walk 
offers a fascinating tour of the village side of KL, 
passing traditional wood houses on stilts, the reli-
gious buildings and shrines of multiple faiths, and 
great places to snack on local dishes. There’s not 
much shade on this walk so start early or head out 
after 4pm. Dress conservatively (a scarf to cover 
the head is recommended for  women) as you will 
be entering a mosque and Sikh temple.

Start Chow Kit monorail station

Finish Dang Wangi LRT station

Length 3.5km; two hours

5�Take a Break
 At the start of the walk there are stalls inside 
Bazaar Baru Chow Kit, including Murtabak Ana 
(p84 ). Otherwise, halfway through  the tour, stop 
at Kak Som (p84 ).

1 Bazaar Baru 
Chow Kit
 From Chow Kit station, 
walk south along Jln 
TAR and cross over to 
the entrance to Bazaar 
Baru Chow Kit (p84 ). 
Explore the market’s 
shaded alleys and hang-
ars, pausing for a snack 
or a drink along the way.

2 Tatt Khalsa 
Diwan Gurdwara
 Emerge, blinking into 
the bright light, on Jln 
Raja Alang, heading 
east to the Sikh temple 
Tatt Khalsa Diwan 
Gurdwara (p80 ). Visi-
tors are welcome to go 
inside to see the prayer 
hall or stop for a free 
cup of tea or simple 
meal in the canteen.

3 Masjid Jamek 
Kampung Baru
 Further along is Masjid 
Jamek Kampung 
Baru (p82 ), the area’s 
principal mosque.

4 Viewpoint
 Where Jln Raja Alang 
turns south, continue on 
the smaller road ahead 
to the end where you’ll 
turn right at a two-level 
apartment block: two 
palms in a small field 
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A Stroll Through 
Kampung Baru

Best Walks

 A Stroll Through Kampung Baru  123122

rapid.com.my; RM1.20-4.10; 
h6am-midnight) zips from 
KL Sentral to Titiwangsa, 
linking many of the city’s 
sightseeing areas.

   KTM Komuter (www.
ktmb.com.my; from RM1.40; 
h6.45am-11.45pm) train 
services run every 15 to 
20 minutes  and use KL 
Sentral as a hub. There 
are two lines: Tanjung 
Malim–Sungai Gadut and 
Batu Caves–Pelabuhan 
Klang.

  The Klang Valley Mass 
Rapid Transit (MRT) 
project (www.mymrt.
com.my) involves the 
creation of three new 
commuter rail lines, the 
 rst of which is the 51km 

Sungai  Buloh–Kajang 
line. Phase one, from 
Sungai Buloh to Seman-
tan, was completed in 
late 2016. The remaining 
part of the line to Kajang 
will be  nished the follow-
ing year.

Tourist Buses
  The  GOKL free city 

bus (%1800-887 723; www.
facebook.com/goklcitybus; 
h6am-11pm Mon-Thu, to 1am 
Sat, 7am-11pm Sun) has four 
circular  routes around the 
city, with stops at KLCC, 
KL Tower, KL Sentral, the 
National Museum and 
Merdeka Sq. Buses run 

every  ve minutes during 
peak hours and every 10 
to 15 minutes at other 
times.

 The double-decker, 
air-con  Hop-On Hop-O   
(%03-9282 2713; www.
myhoponhopo  .com; adult/
child 24hr ticket RM45/24; 
h9am-7pm) bus makes a 
circuit of the main tourist 
sites half-hourly through-
out the day and can be a 
handy way to get around, 
if you avoid rush hour.

Taxi
  KL has plenty of air-

conditioned taxis, which 
queue at designated taxi 
stops across the city. 
You can also  ag down 
moving taxis, but drivers 
will stop only if there is a 
convenient place to pull 
over.

 Fares start at RM3 for 
the  rst three minutes, 
with an additional 25 
sen for each 36 seconds. 

From midnight to 6am 
there’s a surcharge of 
50% on the metered fare, 
and extra passengers 
(more than two) add 20 
sen each to the starting 
fare.

 Blue taxis are newer 
and more comfortable 
and start at RM6 for the 
 rst three minutes and 

RM1 for each addi-
tional 36 seconds. Night 
surcharges of 50% also 
apply.

 Unfortunately, some 
drivers have limited 
geographical knowledge 
of the city. Some also 
refuse to use the meter, 
even though this is a legal 
requirement.

 Note that KL Sentral 
and some large malls 
such as  Pavilion and Su-
ria KLCC have a coupon 
system for taxis where 
you pay in advance at a 
slightly higher fee than 
the meter.

SkyPark Subang
  Fire  y and Berjaya Air 

 ights land at  SkyPark 
Subang Airport (Sultan 
Abdul Aziz Shah Airport; 
%03-7842 2773; www.
subangskypark.com; M17, 
Subang), around 20km 
west of the city centre.

   Trans MVS Express 
(%019-307 2521; www.face-
book.com/Transmvsexpress) 
o  ers on-the-hour ser-
vices from KL Sentral to 
Skypark Subang (RM10, 
one hour) between 9am 
and 9pm; and from Sky-
park Subang to KLIA and 
KLIA2 (RM10, one hour) 
roughly every two hours 
between 5am and 11pm.

  Taxis charge around 
RM40 to RM50 into the 
city, depending on tra   c, 
which can be heavy dur-
ing rush hour.

KL Sentral 
  All long-distance trains 

depart from KL Sentral, 
hub of the  KTM (Keretapi 
Tanah Melayu Berhad; %03-
2267 1200; www.ktmb.com.
my; hcall centre 7am-10pm) 
national railway system. 
The information o   ce in 
the main hall can advise 
on schedules and check 
seat availability.

 There are daily connec-
tions with Butterworth, 

Wakaf Baharu (for Kota 
Bharu and Jerantut), 
Johor Bahru, Thailand 
and Singapore; fares are 
cheap, especially if you 
opt for a seat rather than 
a berth (for which there 
are extra charges), but 
journey times are slow.

 KL Sentral runs a 
coupon system for taxis – 
look for the counters near 
the exits from the KLIA 
Ekspres/Transit lines and 
main KTM/KTM Komuter 
lines.

Terminal 
Bersepadu Selatan

  Connected to the 
Bandar Tasik Selatan 
train-station hub, about 
15 minutes south of 
KL Sentral, is  Terminal 
Bersepadu Selatan (TBS; 
%03-9051 2000; www.
tbsbts.com.my; Jln Terminal 
Selatan, Bandar Tasik Selatan; 
mBandar Tasik Seletan, 
dBandar Tasik Seletan). 
Built to replace Pudu 
Sentral as KL’s main long-
distance bus station, TBS 
serves destinations to 
the south and northeast 
of KL. This vast, modern 
transport hub has a 
centralised ticketing 
service (CTS) selling 
tickets for nearly all bus 
companies – including 
services o  ered by major 

operator  Transnasional 
Express (%03-9051 2000; 
www.transnasional.com.my; 
Terminal Bersepadu Selatan, 
Jln Terminal Selatan, Bandar 
Tasik Selatan) – at counters 
on level 3 or online (up 
to three hours before 
departure).

Getting 
Around

LRT, Monorail, 
Komuter Train & 
MRT

  Rapid KL runs the 
 Light Rail Transit (LRT; 
%03-7885 2585; www.my-
rapid.com.my; from RM1.30; 
 hevery 6-10min 6am-
11.45pm Mon-Sat, to 11.30pm 
Sun) system. There are 
three lines: the Ampang 
line from Ampang to Sen-
tul Timur; the Sri Petaling 
line from Sentul Timur to 
Putra Heights; and the 
Kelana Jaya line from 
Gombak to Putra Heights. 
It’s handy (for  Chinatown, 
Kampung Baru, KLCC), 
but the network is poorly 
integrated.

  The air-conditioned 
 monorail ( www.my-

Tickets & Passes
  Rapid KL o  ers the MyRapid (www.myrapid.

com.my) pre-paid card, valid on Rapid KL buses, 
the monorail and LRT lines.

 The Touch ‘n Go card (www.touchngo.com.
my) can be used on all public transport.

 For short-term stays you are better o   buying 
individual tickets.
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Bukit Bintang & 
KLCC (p22)
Here KL shows off with 
gleaming skyscrapers 
and chic bars – it's the 
place to head for malls, 
street food, restaurants 
and clubs.

Top Sights
Petronas Towers
Menara Kuala Lumpur 

Masjid India & 
Kampung Baru 
(p74)
These distinct ethnic 
neighborhoods attract 
with lively markets and
a kampung (village) in 
the heart of the city.  

Chinatown & 
Merdeka Square 
(p52)
Historical architecture, 
from Moghul mosques to 
colonial mansions, and 
Chinese and Indian 
cuisine, make this KL's 
most popular tourist area.

Top Sights
Merdeka Square
Sri Mahamariamman 
Temple

Tun Abdul Razak
Heritage Park

Merdeka
Square

Islamic
Arts Museum

Sri
Mahamariamman

Temple

Worth a Trip
Top Sights

Forestry Research 
Institute of Malaysia 
(FRIM; p90)
Batu Caves (p89)
Thean Hou Temple (p114)

Worth a Trip
Local Lifel

Pudu (p50)
Bangsar Baru (p116)

Lake Gardens & 
Brickfields (p92)
The city's green lungs 
are surrounded by top 
museums, while south is 
KL's official Little India. 

Top Sights
Tun Abdul Razak 
Heritage Park
Islamic Arts Museum

 Kuala Lumpur 
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918
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1 Pudu Market
 Arrive early to experience KL’s largest 
wet ( produce)  market (Pasar Besar Pudu; 
Jln Pasar Baharu; h4am-2pm) at its most 
frantic. On Jln  Yew at the market’s 
edge, check out the row of incense, joss 
paper and god statuary shops. Then 
head to humble Zhong Wan Xian Shi 
Temple to see where these items are 
used for worship.

2 ICC Pudu
 The famous Imbi Market vendors 
now dish up tasty breakfasts at their 
new home,  the ground floor of the 
 Integrated Commercial Complex (Jln 
1/77C; dishes RM5-10; h6am-2pm) in 
Pudu. Several stalls are located in the 
kopitiam (coffee shop) Ah Weng Koh 
Hainan Tea, on the right- hand side 
immediately after the main entrance.

3 Sek Yuen Restaurant
 Occupying the same beautiful, time-
worn, art deco building for the past 
60 years,  Sek Yuen (%03-9222 0903; 315 
Jln Pudu; mains RM30-45; hnoon-2.30pm & 
5.30-9pm Tue- Sun) is a Pudu institution. 
Some of the aged chefs toiling in the 
wood-fired kitchen have served three 
generations the same Cantonese dishes.

4 Jalan Brunei
 This short street and its intersecting 
alleys rewards  the casual wanderer. 
Head down Jln Brunei Selatan and Jln 
Brunei Barat for prewar shophouses 
and inviting kopitiam. On  Jln Brunei 
Utara check out  Restoran 168 (dishes 
from RM6; h6am-4.30pm Tue-Sun), a hole-

in-the-wall famous for curry laksa and 
wan tan mee (wonton noodles).

5 Eu Yan Sang
 Eu Kong opened his first Yan Sang 
(meaning ‘caring for mankind’) 
Chinese  medicine shop in Malaysia 
in 1879. In addition to the company’s 
herbal remedies, the Shaw Parade  out-
let (www.euyansang.com.my; Shaw Parade, 
Jln Changkat  Thambi Dollah; h9.30am-
6.30pm) includes a clinic for traditional 
tuina massage (body/foot RM88/56) 
and Chinese medicine.

6 Keong Kee
 This  hawker stall (cnr Jln Changkat 
Thambi Dollah & Jln 1/77b; dishes RM7-10; h4-
10.30pm Mon-Sat), set under a spreading 
tree in the  lot across from Shaw Parade, 
is a Pudu institution. Try the coconut 
herbal curry served in a coconut shell.

7 Pudu Prison Gate
 Pudu Prison was built in the late 1890s, 
when the area was still largely jungle. It 
was torn down  in 2012, leaving only the 
gate you’ll pass by as a landmark. The 
site is now being redeveloped as yet 
another mall and residential complex.

8 VCR
 Set in  an airy prewar shophouse,  VCR 
(%03-2110 2330; www.vcr.my; 2 Jln Galloway; 
h8.30am-11pm; W) serves excellent all-
day breakfast, desserts and specialty 
coffee. Behind the shop check out Jln 
Sin Chew Kee, a photogenic row of 
colourful shophouses that look across 
to Bukit Bintang.

 Literally on the other side of the (monorail) tracks 
from  the glitzy streets of Imbi, this largely Chinese 
neighbourhood is an excellent place to engage 
with KL’s local urbanites. Start with the frenetic 
public wet market , then wander the back streets, 
exploring clusters of venerable  shophouses, 
hawker  centres and traditional industries.

Getting There

 Pudu is within easy 
walking distance south 
of Bukit Bintang.

jPudu, then a three-
minute walk to the 
market.

DHang Tuah; get o   
here to reverse walk.

Local Life
Pudu

PuduWorth a Trip 5150
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Left: Kopi; Above: Heli Lounge Bar

 Best Sky Bars
Heli Lounge Bar Thrill-
ing rooftop drinks in the 
heart of Bukit Bintang. 
(p40 )

Marini’s on 57 Book a 
seat for a bird’s-eye view 
of KLCC. (p41 )

Mantra Bar KL Look 
across the suburbs to 
the KL skyline from the 
rooftop of Bangsar Village 
mall. (p117 )

Mai Bar Fun poolside bar 
overlooking KL Sentral. 
(p110 )

 Best Cafes & 
Teahouses
VCR  Latte-art-contest-
winning baristas serve up 
quality brews. (p51 )

Feeka Coffee Roasters 
Choose from microlot 

beans or espresso-based 
drinks. (p41 )

TWG Tea Classy tea 
emporium in Pavilion KL. 
(p42 )

Chocha Foodstore 
Sample the hot and cold 
blends selected by the 
in-house ‘tea sommelier’. 
(p69 )

 Best LGBT Friendly
 DivineBliss Saturday-
night  rooftop party with 
renowned guest DJs. 
(p44 )

Marketplace Sweat it out 
on the dance floor, cool 
off on the roof. (p44 )

Moontree House Come 
here to tap into KL’s 
discreet lesbian scene. 
(p69 )

 Bubble tea, iced kopi-o, a frosty beer or a  aming 
Lamborghini – KL’s cafes, teahouses and bars of-
fer a multitude of ways to wet your whistle. Mus-
lim mores push co  ee and tea culture to the fore, 
but there’s no shortage of sophisticated cocktail 
bars and other alcohol-fuelled venues where you 
can party the night away with abandon.

Bars
 Sky-high duties on alcohol can make a boozy night 
out awfully expensive, but KL sort of makes up 
for that by offering such fabulous city views from 
its many elevated venues. The cheapest beers are 
those brewed locally, such as Tiger and Carlsberg; 
they’re best enjoyed alfresco while watching the 
streetside theatre of Jln Alor or Chinatown’s Jln 
Hang Lekir. KLites are also partial to an expertly 
mixed cocktail, which can be sampled at one of 
the city’s many rooftop bars or one of the growing 
number of speakeasy-style ‘secret’ bars.

Cafes
 Traditional Malaysian kopi is popular in KL’s 
 kopitiam (coffee shops). This dark, bitter brew is 
served in Chinese coffee shops and is an excellent 
antidote to a case of jet lag.

There’s no need to go without your daily dose of 
latte or espresso, though. The traditional kopitiam 
and their contemporary counterparts are rivalled 
by a host of excellent independent cafes that  deal 
in single-origin beans and employ  baristas trained 
to use classic coffee- making machines.

 Best Cocktail Bars
Omakase + Appreci-
ate Speakeasy joint on 
the edge of Chinatown. 
(p68 )

PS150 Shanghai-style 
drinking den concealed 
behind a fake toy shop. 
(p68 )

Coley Tiny cocktail bar 
serving expertly mixed 
drinks. (p109 )

Ril’s Bar Sophisticated 
assignation spot with 
inventive mixologists. 
(p117 )

Bars & Cafes
Best

Worth a 
Trip

 The city’s newest 
entertainment com-
plex,  TREC (436 Jln 
Tun Razak; AirAsia-Bukit 
Bintang), is located 
a taxi ride east of 
Bukit Bintang on 
Jln Tun Razak. 
Catch some stand-
up comedy at  Live 
House (p45) or head 
to the superclub 
 Zouk (www.zoukclub.
com.my).

y�Top Tip
  Upscale bars and 

clubs usually have 
a dress code. Don’t 
turn up in  ip-  ops 
and shorts.
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sia/kuala-lumpur/hotels) 
Recommendations and 
bookings.

Best Budget

  BackHome (www.
backhome.com.my) 
Stripped-back concrete-
chic dorms and rooms, 
plus a great cafe.

 Lantern Hotel (www.
lanternhotel.com) Slick, 
contemporary hotel in 
the heart of Chinatown.

 Reggae Mansion (www.
reggaehostelsmalaysia.
com/mansion) Cool 
crash pad for the modern 
backpacker.

Best Midrange

 Sekeping Teng-
giri (www.sekeping.com) 
Rough-luxe guesthouse 
with ace contemporary-
art gallery thrown in.

Kuala Lumpur Journal 
(www.kljournalhotel.com) 
Hip new boutique hotel 
in Bukit Bintang with a 
fantastic rooftop pool.

Aloft Kuala Lumpur 
Sentral (www.starwood-
hotels.com/alofthotels ) 
Playful, relaxed concept 
hotel steps from the KLIA 
Express.

Best Top End

 Majestic Hotel (www.
majestickl.com) Heritage 
hotel with a modern 
tower wing and a gor-
geous spa.

G Tower Hotel (www.
gtowerhotel.com) Slick, 
modern luxury accom-
modation on the upper 
 oors of the G Tower.

Villa Samadhi (www.
villasamadhi.com.my) 
Beautiful Asian-chic 
bolthole with gorgeous 
tree-shaded pool.

Arriving 
in Kuala 
Lumpur

Kuala Lumpur In-
ternational Airport

   Kuala Lumpur Interna-
tional Airport (KLIA; %03-
8777 7000; www.klia.com.my; 
dKLIA),  which comprises 
two terminals, is about 
55km south of the city.

  The fastest way to the 
city is on the comfortable 
 KLIA Ekspres (%03-2278 
9009; www.kliaekspres.

com; adult/child one way 
RM55/25), with departures 
every 15 to 20 minutes 
from 5am to 1am. From 
KL Sentral you can 
transfer to your  nal des-
tination by monorail, light 
rail (LRT), KTM Komuter 
train or taxi.

  The  Airport Coach 
(%016-228 9070; www.
airportcoach.com.my; one 
way/return RM10/18) takes 
an hour to KL Sentral; for 
RM18 it will take you to 
any central KL hotel from 
KLIA and pick you up for 
the return journey for 
RM25. The bus stand is 
clearly signposted inside 
the terminal. Other bus 
companies connecting 
KLIA to KL Sentral are 
 Skybus (%016-217 6950; 
www.skybus.com.my; one way 
RM10) and  Aerobus (%03-
3344 8828; www.aerobus.my; 
one way RM9).

  Taxis from KLIA oper-
ate both on a  xed-fare 
coupon system and the 
meter. Buy your taxi 
coupon before you exit 
the arrivals hall; standard 
taxis cost RM75 (for up 
to three people), premier 
taxis for four people 
RM103 and family-sized 
minivans seating up to 
eight RM200. The journey 
will take around one hour.

Book Your Stay
  KLites’ love of brands 

is re  ected in the city’s 
many international hotel 
chains.

 You can often grab great 
online deals for top-end 
accommodation, and 
there are also some excel-
lent new boutique-style 
midrange options.

 Budget sleeps are 
plentiful, too, but the best 
places  ll up quickly, so 
book ahead – especially 
over public holidays.

 Some of KL’s best ac-
commodation deals, par-
ticularly for longer stays, 
are o  ered by serviced 
apartments.

Useful Websites

 iBilik (www.ibilik.my) 
Room rentals in Malaysia.

Asia Homestay (www.
asiahomestay.com) Ma-
laysian homestay booking 
 site.

Lonely  Planet (www.
lonelyplanet.com/malay-

  Dry Season (Jan–
Feb) Generally dry with 
hot days and  cooler 
nights. Busy tourist 
season with  Chinese 
New Year and Hindu 
Thaipusam festival.

 Wet Season (Mar–
May) Expect heavy after-
noon monsoon showers 
and slow tra   c.

 Dry Season (Jun–
Sep) Driest and hottest 
time of the year and 
most touristed. Espe-
cially popular with Middle 
Eastern travellers July 
and August. Enjoy fresh 
durians June to August.

 Wet Season (Oct–
Dec) Another rainy 
season with heavy 
afternoon showers. Tour-
ist numbers lower and 
nights are pleasant.

Before You Go

When to Go

Survival 
Guide
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QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

Explore 
Kuala Lumpur
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

The Best 
of Kuala 
Lumpur
The city’s highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Kuala Lumpur’s 
Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
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martinis in town. Dress 
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Lonely Planet’s 
Kuala Lumpur
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas 
to experience the real Kuala 
Lumpur.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
j LRT
D Monorail
d Train
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KLCC Park (p25)
TOOYKRUB / SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Kuala Lumpur Top Sights ........................................ 8

Kuala Lumpur Local Life ......................................... 12

Kuala Lumpur Day Planner ..................................... 14

Need to Know  ...........................................................16

Kuala Lumpur Neighbourhoods .............................18

Welcome to 
Kuala Lumpur

 Glitzy malls rub shoulders with street markets, gleaming 
skyscrapers loom over colonial buildings, and world-class 
restaurants vie for patronage with bustling open-air satay 
stands: Kuala Lumpur may be racing toward the future, 
but its rich cultural heritage refuses to be left behind. From 
steaming bowls of asam laksa to sinfully sweet morsels of 
kueh, the very best part is its legendary food.

QuickStart 
Guide 

7
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Petronas Towers (p24)
 It’s  impossible to resist the magnetic allure of these 452m-high structures, the 
 embodiment of Malaysia’s transformation into a  modern nation. The views both 
from and of the towers are equally riveting.
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 Kuala Lumpur 
Top Sights

8
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Merdeka Square 
(p54)
 There is nowhere better 
in KL to soak up its Brit-
ish colonial past, includ-
ing its Mughal -inspired 
architecture, than around 
this former cricket green 
where in 1957 independ-
ence was declared and 
the Malaysian flag raised 
for the first time.

Batu Caves (p88)
 In these soaring 
limestone caves – the 
country’s  top Hindu 
pilgrimage site – intri-
cate geological forma-
tions compete for your 
attention with colourful 
shrines and psychedelic 
dioramas.

Thean Hou Temple 
(p114)
 The glorious sunsets 
over the city, and the 
devotional  atmosphere 
during Chinese festival 
times, draw visitors to 
this massive, fantastically 
gaudy Chinese temple 
atop Robson Hill.
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